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Tickets: $15 online (in advance) at www.chandorgardensfoundation.orgTickets: $15 online (in advance) at www.chandorgardensfoundation.org
or $20 at garden gates the day of the eventor $20 at garden gates the day of the event

Saturday, JuneSaturday, June 7, 2025 | 10 am - 4 pm 7, 2025 | 10 am - 4 pm
Enjoy a self-guided journey through seven unique gardens  Enjoy a self-guided journey through seven unique gardens  

in Parker County. in Parker County. 
Discover what lies behind the hedges, fences, and gates!Discover what lies behind the hedges, fences, and gates!

Friends of Chandor GardensFriends of Chandor Gardens
presents



2

Thank You to Our Tour SponsorsThank You to Our Tour Sponsors

Magnolia Level Sponsors:
$2,000

Rose Level  
Sponsors:

$1,000
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Lily Level Sponsors: $500

Daisy Level Sponsors: $250

Larry and Carlene EubankLarry and Carlene Eubank

In-Kind Sponsors
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128 True Grit Court, Weatherford128 True Grit Court, Weatherford

In 2022 we made the move from the mid-cities to Weatherford and built a 
new home in the Woodlands of Parker County. We were immediately drawn 
to the six-acre lot because of native oak, cedar, and mesquite trees. Starting 
with a blank slate was exciting but a little daunting. We enlisted the services 
of David Bergman and Christian Brothers Landscaping.  
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The focal points of the front yard are the 
large oak trees lining the front of the house 
along with the dry bed running down the 
south side of the yard. The front flower bed 
is flooded with yellow lilies accompanied by  
Lipstick Salvia, Hummingbird Sage, 
and various evergreens. We love color  
and variety, so we have chosen an eclectic  
approach to landscaping the front beds.

Our backyard continues to be a work 
in progress. We just completed the ad-
dition of a new swimming pool, which 
serves as the focal point for the  
lower section of the back yard. In designing this area, we wanted to pay  
tribute to our West Texas roots, so we created a native area with an  
homage to the arid and desert landscape of our native home. We also installed 
a dry bed in the lower back yard to assist with drainage but to also tie in with  
the desert landscape design.  

The upper level of our backyard is like the front and is flooded with lilies 
and various other plants. Again, the theme is eclectic with color!   

We are glad you have chosen to support Chandor Gardens in this fun event 
and worthy cause. We are excited to be part of this year’s Secret Gardens of 
Parker County Tour, and look forward to sharing our garden with you.

Tanga and Steve Chapman
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414 W. Spring Street, Weatherford414 W. Spring Street, Weatherford

“There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments”
Janet Kilburn Phillips

There have been many many “experiments” in my garden since my very 
first flower bed I began at this house. When we first came and toured the 
house, I’ll be honest, I didn’t pay much attention to the outside yard. I had 
always thought of myself as having a black thumb rather than a green one. 
Our main focus once we moved in was renovating the inside of the house. 

Two children later and the majority of the inside done, I began to look to 
the outside and dream of the possibilities. After pouring over books and  
online websites I was ready to get started. I got the first flower bed ready 
and did what most beginner gardeners do. I went to the plant store and 
bought everything I saw that caught my eye without paying any attention 
to light requirements, watering needs, or seasonal blooming time. Let’s just 
say that once that first Texas summer hit, not much thrived. About the only 
bright spot was a packet of zinnia seeds that I had planted. It was those  
zinnias that didn’t allow me to give up altogether. 
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Over the following seasons I started to have more successes than failures 
and thus the garden grew and grew from year to year. I began by pulling out 
hundreds of pounds of gravel from already established flower beds in the 
back and bringing them back to life. Adding whimsical window boxes to 
the garage and back windows created additional planting space where there 
were no flower beds. We also installed a fountain near our back eating area 
to help with the traffic noise from the street. One of the biggest changes 
was to the front where we installed a white picket fence and added gently 
curving flower beds.

There has always been something beautiful to me about English cottage  
gardens. I love their informality and riot of color. I became determined 
to create one of my own here in Texas. English gardens have a good  
balance between the cultivated and the wild. I wanted the garden to be ever  
changing. Once perennials were established, I tried to leave little pockets 
for annuals that I could change from year to year. Seed starting has really 
helped with this as I can try different colors and varieties unavailable at 
local nurseries all without breaking the budget.

I have learned a lot over the years since that first bed and now grow most of 
my annuals and even some perennials from seed. It has been a tough learning 
curve, but I find no greater joy than seeing the fruits of my gardening labor. 
There is nothing more peaceful than spending the afternoon out among the 
flowers with the bees and other pollinators keeping me company. As you 
tour the garden, I hope you feel that peace and enjoy my little Texas English 
garden I have worked to create over the years.

Marion and Mike Blowers
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602 W. Columbia Street, Weatherford602 W. Columbia Street, Weatherford

Those who grew up in the southwest quadrant of Weatherford  
remember playing in “Mr. Victor’s Woods.” Then in 2016, the late builder 
Bill Crowder placed one of his iconic craftsman-style homes on a ¼-acre 
lot, and I was the lucky retiree who purchased it.
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The house is surrounded by native cedar elms and 
hackberry trees, and after much trial and error, a 
small naturalistic woodland garden is growing.
To have an environmentally and creature-friendly 
garden, it is mainly organic and uses three water 
catchment systems.  For easier care, it’s mostly 
a permanent installation of perennials which are  
continuing to evolve. This would have been  
impossible without the talents and guidance of 
too many plant friends to mention, but if you’re  
reading this, you know who you are!

Like many gardeners, I want every blooming plant in sight but am  
humbly learning the age-old rule, “right plant, and right place.” Native plants,  
heirloom bulbs and true tested pass-along plants from friends are more 
adapted to the interplay of light and dense shade which creates extreme 
microclimates here. They can also handle this soil. My heavy prairie clay 
and contractor’s dirt has been amended with sand, compost, and mulch.  
Overwintering the beds with a thick covering of leaf litter is also very  
effective. Still, the thud of a shovel hitting hard clay pan continues and so 
will the mulching.

Hardscape is a major design element to deal with a steep grade, washouts, 
and to create orderly calm from garden chaos. Flagstone paths, native 
rock edging defining different raised beds, a dry creek bed, and two tanks  
collecting roof gutter runoff have been installed to alleviate heavy flooding 
rains and conserve water flow.

In a woodland garden, “foliage not flowers” is a guiding design principle.  
Iconic Taylor Juniper evergreens form year-round structure to the garden’s 
north side, as do yaupons and other understory trees. Contrasting shapes and 
colors are everywhere: Japanese maples, woodland ferns, and even three 
newly planted paw-paws.

Finally, coherence in planting design is attempted with a “matrix” of  
different ground covers: ponyfoot, golden groundsel, vervain, frogfruit, etc.  
From there an overall planting emerges of summer annuals, Texas favor-
ites, native grasses, or an occasional garden bench or statue to accent the  
location. Each flower bed has somewhat its own color and variety theme.

When I think of Mr. Victor, I hope he’s smiling at the enjoyment I get  
playing in his woods.

Christie Tull
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711 W. Lee Avenue, Weatherford711 W. Lee Avenue, Weatherford
Chandor Gardens

Chandor Gardens, a unique 3.5 acre estate garden in the heart of Weatherford, 
Texas, is the brilliant vision of famed portrait artist Douglas Chandor 
(1897-1953). Few gardens in the world capture charm and grace on such a 
personal level with the ability to stir the spirit and sooth the soul. Fewer still 
are available for the public to explore.

Beginning in 1936 as an artist’s dream, Douglas Chandor built the gardens 
from a cactus-covered caliche hillside. He envisioned individual “garden 
rooms”, connected by paths, with hedges and walls enclosing the gardens, 
and that’s exactly what he created and named White Shadows. When 
questioned about his passion for gardening, Douglas would reply that he 
was given the talent to paint portraits in order to make the money needed 
to build his garden. This turned out to be a 16-year labour of love until his 
untimely death in 1953.
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After Douglas’ death, his wife Ina 
changed the name to Chandor Gardens 
as a tribute to Douglas, and kept it open 
to the public until her passing in 1978. 
For the next 16 years the gardens fell 
into a state of neglect. In 1994 Melody 
and Chuck Bradford purchased the 
property and lovingly restored the home 
and gardens. The City of Weatherford 
acquired Chandor Gardens in 2002.

Chandor Gardens captures both the 
elegance of a formal English garden and 
the ornate design of ancient Chinese 
architecture and ornamentation. The 
Boxwood Garden, the Bowling Green, 
and the Pixie Pond bring to life English 
garden features. The Chinese bridge, the Stone of the Immortals, the  
Chi-Ling Fountain, the Buddha Niche, and the Moon Gate add the Chinese 
garden flavor.

Today the hardscape of paths, ponds, fountains, waterfalls, and grottoes 
remains essentially unchanged; the plantings reflect a far more diverse 
palette of species than was ever utilized by Douglas. This is partially due 
to a much larger and denser tree canopy than in Douglas’ day, which has 
reduced the amount of sunlight within the garden, and partially due to the 
necessity to make the garden interesting and colorful year round.

Each season is distinctly different at Chandor Gardens, and each year brings 
different color schemes, so that garden guests always find something new 

and different to see. And while 
the plantings may change often, 
the spirit remains the same, 
a reverent testimony to the 
brilliant Englishman who came 
to Texas and built a garden.

Chandor Gardens stands today 
as a world renowned garden 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.



12

110 Oriole Street, Weatherford110 Oriole Street, Weatherford

After living at this address for over 50 years, the yard and landscape have 
gone through many changes. When we first moved in of course there was 
nothing, except for the enormous cottonwood tree right by the driveway.  
Shrubs were added but everything was linear and strong angles. When the 
cottonwood died, a new look of flowing riverbed appeared in front of house 
which can still be seen today.

The backyard is the surprise. Sitting on almost an acre, the back was once 
a jungle of briars and dead trees. When the three large live oaks died, there 
was then an area perfectly suited for a pool. The surrounding area used to 
be a ‘reveal and conceal’ garden. Freezing winters and hot summers have 
changed things around quite a bit.
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This yard has hosted many a birthday party, always with pinatas  
swinging from low hanging tree limbs, softball games in the park area,  
a hidden playhouse under the back bed of 40-year-old shrubs, and a high 
treehouse. Now the feel is of a spa,spacious and restful. A fish pond and two 
waterfalls complement the pool used now for floating around rather than the 
volleyball games which once took place.

This yard is a sanctuary for birds, 
squirrels, kitties and even a den of 
fox!  Red tail hawks are often seen 
and heard above the trees and a  
hungry heron has been spotted  
lunching on the fish.  Situated close to 
Soldier Springs Park we have hosted 
raccoons and opossum, and have seen 
deer walking the street in the early 
morning.

Linda and Gary Snow
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106 Camelot Court, Weatherford106 Camelot Court, Weatherford

We started gardening here in 2018 after moving from Minnesota, so it was 
quite a challenge finding what would grow in our sandy soil and blistering 
summers. Too many casualties to list and some that do so well (wisteria, 
passion flower vine and bluebonnets) that they are absolute thugs!  

Rosemary is probably our favorite plant, though Hubert does love his castor 
beans.  Besides plants we have an affinity for rocks of all kinds; I can’t drive 
past a rubble pile without stopping.

Garden rooms include a pink garden, veggie patch, sculpture garden and a 
wisteria arbor. A recent interest in water lilies prompted some small ponds.  
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Some curiosities to look for include a ginkgo espalier, mill stone path,  
petrified forest and an awesome collection of antique Texas bricks.

We hope you enjoy wandering our garden paths as much as we do!

Debbie Nelson and Hubert Boussard
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231 Parker Oaks Lane, Hudson Oaks231 Parker Oaks Lane, Hudson Oaks

It is an absolute honor to be selected as a participant for the 4th Annual 
Secret Gardens of Parker County Tour. We purchased our home in 2011; 
the outdoor space was what honestly sold us. The original owners of the 
home really jump-started the yard by installing designated garden beds and 
a lovely pool with a great deal of shrubbery behind the pool creating a  
natural sense of privacy.  

Several years ago, we incorporated a flagstone path from the driveway, 
through the gate winding all the way to the pool. The pool is uniquely  
located on the back portion of the property. Our 1-acre lot is heavily 
treed which is appealing in many ways but has presented its fair share of  
gardening challenges, i.e. shade, shade, and more shade. Through the 
years, the front yard has established Bermuda Grass but the backyard has  
transitioned mostly to St. Augustine. Excessive shade has made growing 
grass increasingly challenging in the backyard.

We have developed a particular passion for succulents and enjoy growing 
and propagating them year after year. We decided to build a DIY green house 
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in November 2020 to protect as 
many of our potted lovelies as  
possible that winter. Sadly, we 
lost power/heat in that green-
house for over 36 hours during 
the insane freeze of February 
2021, and subsequently lost 
all of our cherished potted 
plants. That same freeze event  
annihilated many of our mature 
shrubs surrounding our pool. 
Suffice it to say, we pushed 
forward and have planted new 
shrubs every year. We have 
added a second green house, a 
second heater, and a generator 
just in case.

Three years back we installed 
a large vegetable garden which 
has brought forth new learnings and challenges. We have done pretty well with 
flowers and herbs but it’s been a little hit-or-miss with the veggies each year. 
Since its installation we have experienced extreme summer drought and heat,  
extreme spring rain, and did I mention shade? It also turns out that there are 
too many critters to count that are apparently vegetarians.

Many species of birds nest in our yard with cardinals topping the list. We 
keep feeders full and bird baths fresh for our feathered friends. Squir-
rels also like to invade the feed, chase each other for our amusement, and  
torment our pets.  

Wild violets appeared one day in one of the landscape beds and they 
have since popped up all over the yard and have inserted themselves in 
the flagstone path. We are continuously educating ourselves on shade  
tolerant plants and shrubs. We have had success with Leatherleaf  
Mahonia,Heavenly Bamboo Nandina, Variegated Privets in limited sunny 
spots, and Turks Cap, just to name a few.

Our yard is our sanctuary, our “Happy Place”. We spend hours outside most 
days just enjoying its beauty, peace, and tranquility. We hope you will visit 
during the garden tour and enjoy the view along with us.

Dawn and Jeff Riell
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Chandor Gardens Foundation, Inc. was formed in 2013 to preserve and protect 
the historic heritage of Chandor Gardens, and enhancing that heritage, in 
alliance with the City of Weatherford, through the development of the entire 
Chandor property in a manner consistent with Douglas Chandor’s artistic 
vision, while making it a center for art, music, horticulture and more. 

The Foundation’s vision for the future includes developing the adjacent 13.5 
acres. The development will comprise of expanded parking, a visitors center 
with gift shop, an event center for community events, visual and performing 
arts facilities, nature walking paths, and uniquely designed outdoor spaces. 
These additions will enhance our rapidly growing community, attract more 
visitors, capitalize on the history and the beauty Chandor Gardens has 
to offer, and alleviate the burden that constant use places on the existing 
historic home and garden.

Friends of Chandor Gardens
Members of the Friends work to preserve the heritage of Chandor Gardens. 
They train and provide docents, help with seasonal events at Chandor 
Gardens, and endeavor to engage the community by promoting events that 
bring speakers, artists, programs, and classes to Chandor Gardens. The 
Friends also take day trips to museum exhibitions, notable gardens, and 
more; bring in speakers, and have yearly social gatherings. It is a great 
opportunity to connect, make friends, and make a difference. 

	 www.chandorgardensfoundation.org	 www.chandorgardensfoundation.org
	 Visit us on FACEBOOK 

	 @ ChandorGardensFoundation

	 Chandor Gardens Foundation Inc. 501 (c)(3)
	 A private operating foundation
	 P. O. Box 114, Weatherford, Texas 76086

About Chandor Gardens FoundationAbout Chandor Gardens Foundation
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Thank YouThank You
Dear Guest,

The Friends of Chandor Gardens, part of Chandor Gardens Foundation Inc., 
are thrilled to present the 4th Annual Secret Gardens of Parker County Tour. 
Embark on a self-guided adventure through these seven hidden gems, each 
offering a unique and enchanting experience. 

Uncover the beauty that lies beyond the hedges, fences and gates while 
wandering through these picturesque gardens. From tranquil oases to  
vibrant floral displays, each stop on the tour promises to inspire and delight. 

The gardens can be visited in any order between the times of 10:00 am and 
4:00 pm. Make your own itinerary, go at your own pace, and enjoy your 
time in these beautiful gardens. 

We wish to extend a huge thank you to the gracious garden owners who 
have opened their gardens to us, and to our sponsors and volunteers without 
whose support we would not be able to have this wonderful event. 

Lastly, thank you, valued guest, for your support of this event. Proceeds 
benefit the enhancement of Chandor Gardens reflecting Douglas and Ina 
Chandor’s artistic and cultural vision.

Sincerely, 

Committee Members, 4th Annual Secret Gardens of Parker County Tour

	 Karen Kennedy - Chairperson	 Beth Batista
	 Darlene Chapman	 Eileen Leslie
	 Kathy Siler	 Sharon Starr	
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2025 Gardens Wayfinding Map

Secret Gardens of Parker County Tour Secret Gardens of Parker County Tour 
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